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EDWARD S- MEYER, corporation counsel, 


DEPARTMENT OF LAW. 


Sec.Corcoran Galleryof Art, 


HERMON A. KELLEY, first assistant. 


DANIEL F. REYNOLDS, second assistant. 


The Corcoran Gallery of Art 

SEP 261891 )> &*s*^*^ * 

Sept.24th. 

Washington, D. C. 


Sept.24th.1891. 


Washington D. C. 


Dear Sir:- You have doubtless been made aware through the public press, 
of the munificent bequests of the late Horace Kelley and others for the 
purpose of founding in this city an art gallery and art school. 


The means already provided,or practically assured,seem fully 


adequate for the establishment of an institution which,with proper man¬ 
agement,may become what its founders have ventured to call it,"A Nation¬ 
al Academy of Art". 


Realizing the necessity of full information before taking 


active steps to carry out the plans of the founders,we beg to ask you 
for such results of your experience as you may be able to send us with¬ 
out too much trouble. The best plans for incorporation and government, 
for financial management,for instruction,for building with all its 
thousand details,for the hanging and arranging of exhibits,for the ad¬ 
mission of visitors and students,all these and numberless other results 
of your experience,will,if placed within our reach,be of inestimable 
value in the great work before us. Much of the information we seek is 
doubtless embodied in your printed Reports and other documents. 


Anything you may be able to send us bearing upon the foun¬ 


dation and management of an art gallery or art school will be received 
with gratitude and appreciation. 


Very Truly 



Estate HORAOE KELLEY, 
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William W. Corcoran 
with 

William A. Maury 
& 

Mountgomery Blair 
Trustees. 

Whereas by a certain Indenture bearing date the Seventeenth day of 
July in the year eighteen hundred and fifty eight and recorded in the 


Land Records of Washington D. C. in Liber 


XT A. 


No 157 folios 9,10 11 


& 12 between Francis P. Blair, e x e cut o r s of the first part and John C. 
Rives(since deceased) and William A. Maury & Mountgomery Blair trustees 
of the second part, the said parties of the first part did convey -onto 
the said parties of the Second part and the Surviver of them & &he 
heirs of such Survivor certain real estate therein described being 
known and distinguished on the official Plat of the City of Washington 
as Lot numbered four (4) in Square numbered one hundred and sixty Seven 
(167) upon the trusts in the said deed set forth. And whereas William 
W. Corcoran being the owner of the lots and property adjoining the Same 
on the west has with the licence and permission of the Said Trustees 

* 

revocable at the will of them or the Survivor of them or their CestuV 

4 

que trust occupied a portion of the ground so conveyed and held 4n 
trust for the convenience of an area & area wall attached to the 

n “ 

building commonly known as the Corcoran Art Building Now therefore in 
consideration of the said permission occupation and for avoiding any 
question of title in the premises, the Said Corcoran hereby covenants 
and agrees to and with/ithe said Maury and Blair surviving Trustees and 


§g! 7 s[Cfcvor of them and the heirs and assigns of such survivor that he 



// 


the said Corcoran his heirs and assigns shall not nor will by reason 
of the occupation aforesaid set up any right or title to the premises 
so occupied by permission but will quietly and peaceably surrender the 
Same when requested so that the same may and shall continue to be held 
and enjoyed according to thentrusts ahd uses of the deed aforesaid. 

Witness the hand and seal of the Said William W. Corcoran this 31s 
day of July A.D. 1867. 



w. w. 


District of Columbia 


Washington County 


On this fourth 


day of September in the Year 1867 before me 


a Notary Public in and for the County aforesaid personally appears 
William W. Corcoran a party to the certain instrument bearing date the 


thirty first day of July 1867 



well and nown and acknowledges the same to be his act and deed. 


Given under my hand and natarial Seal the day & 


year aforesaid. 



A. Hyde 

Notary Public. 
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A 

To the Trustees of the 

Corcoran Gallery of Art 

The "undersigned to whom at the January 1877 
meeting of the Board was referred an instrument of writing offered for 
your execution, would repart as follows. 

That the paper presented is similar in effect to one signed by Mr 
Corcoran on the 31st July 1867, and duly recorded on the 17th April 
1869 among the Land Records of the D. C.(Liber 11 No 8, folios 130) and 
made as therein expressed for the purpose of declaring and agreeing tha 
that neither Mr Corcoran nor his heirs or assigns will ever set up or 
claim any right or title to a piece of ground (without definite 
description) to the east of and adjoining Lot 5 in square 167 in the 
city of Washington, whicli piece of ground as alleged in this deed had 
been occupied by the Art Building for the convenience of an area or 
area wall attached”to that Building. 

That paper was executed by Mr Corcoran in favor of the Trustees of 
Mrs Elj/hlbeth Lee, the wife of S Phillips Lee, and the paper now under 
consideration is presented for execution by those of the Trustees who 
survive. In the paper heretofore executed the covenant is by Mr Corcora 
and his heirs or assigns. 

The present Corporation “The Trustees of the Corcoran Gallery of 
Art” is in law the assignee ofnMr Corcoran and bound by his covenant 
and we bannot therefore perceive any good reason for "the execution or 1 
delivery of another instrument to carry into effect a purpose which has 
been already accomplished by an agreement now in force binding this 
Corporation and fully covering the interst of all the parties hereto. 

If any encrochment has been had upon the property in question it 
has been unintentional and the erection of the building and its 


approaches, was made according to points given by the Surveyor then in 
charge of surveys in the city of Washington and that a settlement of 
this matter may be had we would suggest that after a full survey and 
examination be had under youV^rders, that action be by you taken 
looking to the purchase of whatver ground if any may be in occupancy by 
this Corporation “by area and area wall” or otherwise and not belonging 
to it that this institution may be relieved from embarrassment in the 
future and that a liberal price be offered for whatever part may be 
proposed to be purchased. 

A. Hyde 
C. M. Matthews 
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